
Oil Spill Defense Act 

OVERVIEW  

The Oil Spill Defense Act provides improved standards and 

financial resources for aggressive preparation for and 

response to oil spills by pipelines and railroads, and an option 

to regulate crude oil tankers if they operate on Lake Superior.  

It also provides resources for local emergency responders.  

Funding for this program would come from a 1/100th of a 

penny-per-gallon fee on crude oil transported by large 

pipelines and unit trains through the state.  

PROBLEM 

Minnesotans are concerned that their communities  are at a greater risk of loss of life, property and 

environmental resources due to oil spills and explosions.  Eight major crude oil pipelines and five major 

rail lines used for crude oil crisscross cross the state, and a new pipeline named “Sandpiper” is 

proposed.1  Pipelines now are larger and operate at higher pressures, increasing the risk to our lakes, 

streams and rivers.  Railroad lines through the Twin Cities and small towns carry unit trains of crude oil, 

much of it explosive.  Recent explosions in Quebec, North Dakota and Alabama demonstrate the 

incredible potential for destruction should an oil train derail.2  On top of this, a company is seeking to 

ship large amounts of crude oil on Lake Superior.3   

Unfortunately, the state’s current oil spill law, Minnesota Statute Chapter 115E, is ineffective due to a 

lack of funding and its reliance on inadequate federal standards.  The Oil Spill Defense Act rises to this 

challenge by requiring the state to set higher standards and providing more resources for local first 

responders.   

POSITION   

The increased risk of catastrophic oil spills demands improved and transparent response planning and 

preparation.  Therefore, the state should amend Minn. Stat. § 115E to include: 

 Improved response standards that go beyond minimum federal standards for pipelines, 

railroads and oil tankers; 

 Adequate agency financial resources based on a nominal fee on crude oil movements through 

                                                           
1
 Maps of railroad routes are available at: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/maps.html; a map of major pipeline 

routes is available at:  http://www.capp.ca/getdoc.aspx?DocID=227299; a Sandpiper factsheet is at:  
http://www.enbridge.com/~/media/www/Site%20Documents/Delivering%20Energy/Projects/US/Sandpiper_FactS
heet_FINAL_2013%20August%20Open%20House.pdf.  
2
 http://www.minnpost.com/politics-policy/2014/01/explosive-train-derailment-heightens-concerns-about-

transporting-bakken-crud.  
3
 http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/event/article/id/284253/group/Business/.  
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the state; 

 Public participation in oil spill response plan development; and 

 Increased resources for local emergency planning agencies and first responders. 

 

Sponsoring Organizations 

MN350 
Alliance for Sustainability 
Clean Up the River Environment (CURE) 
Conservation Minnesota Federation 
Institute of Agriculture and 
Trade Policy 
Sierra Club 
WaterLegacy 
  
Contacts: 

 

Kathy Hollander 

MN350 

(612) 245 9381 

Kathy@mn350.org 

 

Kate Jacobson 
MN350 
(651) 402-8901 
Kate@mn350.org 
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